
What does God’s Word, the Bible,
teach us about man? What is
going to happen to you when

you die? Are you an immortal soul?
The Scriptures teach us, “The LO R D

God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul”
(Genesis 2:7).

No doubt, man was created a “l i v i n g
s o u l” (Hebrew, n e p h e s h), but it does not
say that man was created an immortal
soul. To the contrary, it goes on to show
that man was mortal, that he would “ d i e”
(Genesis 2:17).

The word n e p h e s h (translated “soul”)
is also used throughout the Hebrew
Scriptures to refer to the lower creatures
God had created.

The Scriptures go on to tell us that the
soul does die! “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4,20). There are
many instances in the Bible that speak of
souls being killed, of them dying and per-
i s h i n g .

When the translators of the New
Testament quoted the Old Testament pas-
sages where the word n e p h e s h ( “ s o u l ” )
was used, they used the Greek equivalent,
p s u c h e, meaning “a living being,” identical
in meaning to the Hebrew word n e p h e s h.

Jesus made this statement about the
soul (p s u c h e): to “fear him [God] which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell
[G e h e n n a, the lake of fire]” (Matthew
1 0 : 2 8 ) .

None of the nations of the world, not
even ancient Israel herself, was off e r e d
eternal life or future immortality during
the Old Testament period. However,
G o d ’s grace, His free gift of eternal life,
“is now made manifest by the appearing
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought l i f e a n d
i m m o rt a l i t y to light through the gospel” (2
Timothy 1:10).

Few professing Christians know the
truth about the resurrection of the dead,
and yet it is one of the basic doctrines of

the Bible (Hebrews 6:2). But we can
k n o w, if we want to, what it will be like in
the next life! The prophet Isaiah wrote,
“For since the beginning of the world men
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear,
neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside
thee, what he hath prepared for him that
waiteth for him” (Isaiah 64:4).

In the New Testament, the apostle
Paul explained that a man cannot compre-
hend what God has prepared for those that
love Him. “But God hath revealed them
unto us [fervent Christian believers] by
His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God” (1
Corinthians 2:10).

Satan has been very effective in
deceiving the whole world on this very
important subject of the resurrection of
the dead (Revelation 12:9).

The clear-cut Bible teaching on the
subject of the resurrections has been
plunged into darkness for numerous cen-
turies. If you attempt to believe what the
so-called authorities tell you, you also
will be left in confusion. The fervent
Christian believer needs to go directly to
the Bible and study it, allowing God to
teach him the truth without the mixture of
e r r o r.

Final Instructions
Before we start this lesson on the res-

urrection of the dead, don’t forget to pray,
and ask God’s blessing on your personal
s t u d y. Ask Him to open your heart and
mind to the revealed truth He has for you. 

God is not pleased with halfhearted
prayers. Notice the example of Jesus
Christ on the evening before His crucifix-
ion. Jesus needed strength from God for
the agony coming. “And being in an
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his
sweat was as it were great drops of blood
falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44).
His example for us is to pray with our
whole heart.

In James 5:16, we read, “The eff e c t u-
al fervent prayer of a righteous man
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availeth much.” 
Your Bible study will be most

e ffective for you if you open your
Bible to each chapter and verse
referred to in the lesson. You need to
read and sometimes reread every ref-
erenced passage in your Bible. T h i s
is a study of God’s Word, the Bible.

If you have your Bible study tools
at hand, you are now ready for this les-
son on the resurrection of the dead!

U n d e r s t a n d i n g
R e s u r re c t i o n

The Fact of Jesus
There is no record of the crucifix-

ion of Jesus of Nazareth that has been
handed down to us from Pilate him-
self. However, there are other records
that have been preserved for us which
mention Jesus Christ. These records
contain evidence of Jesus’ life and
crucifixion by the Romans, and come
to us from disinterested, neutral, his-
torical sources.

Suetonius, writing around the end
of the first century, tells us that in A . D .
49 the Emperor Claudius banished all
Jews from the city of Rome (also men-
tioned in Acts 18:2): “He expelled the
Jews from Rome, because of the riots
they were constantly engaging in, at the
instigation of Chrestus”(Claudius
25,4). (Chrestus was a c o m m o n m i s-
spelling of the name of Christ.)

From the Roman historian Ta c i t u s ,
writing between A.D. 115 and 117, we
read that in A.D. 64 the emperor Nero
tried to blame the disastrous fire in
Rome on the Christians. Then a
description of the Christians by Ta c i t u s
is given: “They got their name from
Christ, who was executed by sentence
of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the
reign of Tiberius. That checked the per-
nicious superstition for a short time,
but it broke out afresh, not only in
Judea, where the plague first arose, but
Rome itself, where all the horrible and
shameful things in the world collect
and find a home” (A n n a l s X V, 4 4 ) .
From the comments of Tacitus we
gather he had no sympathy for
C h r i s t i a n i t y, yet there is no doubt he
believed that the founder of
Christianity lived and was executed by
Pontius Pilate, who was procurator
over Judea at that time.

From the writings of the famous

Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, of
the first century, comes this account:
“He [Annas] convened a judicial ses-
sion of the Sanhedrin and brought
before it the brother of Jesus the so-
called Christ, James by name, and
some others, whom he charged with
breaking the law and handed over to be
stoned to death” (A n t i q u i t i e s X X , 2 0 0 ) .

R e v i e w
1. Many historical sources exist about 

J e s u s .
2. The re c o rds are non-Christian and 

t h e re f o re re g a rded as neutral.
3. T h e re is historical evidence of Jesus’

life and crucifixion by the Romans.
4. C h restus was a common misspelling 

of the name Christ.
5. Suetonius was a Roman historian.
6. Tacitus was another Roman historian.
7. Flavius Josephus was a Jewish 

h i s t o r i a n .
8. Christians got their name from Christ.
9. Jesus was executed by the authority of 

Pontius Pilate while he was pro c u r a -
tor over Judea.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

Acts 18:2

R e s u r rection of Jesus Christ 
Certain facts, if known, will elim-

inate many problems we have with
Bible study. Biblical writers had a far
d i fferent style of writing than mod-
ern-day writers. Biblical writers
wrote from their own experiences
and from their own perspective.
Biblical writers do not contradict
each other. They give details from
their own point of view, and they do
not record all of the details. Once we
understand this, it makes it easier to
arrange all the information of these
many eye witnesses to the
Resurrection of Christ in a noncon-
tradictory and harmonious and logi-
cal sequence.

After the Crucifixion of Christ,
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Joses, Salome the mother
of Zebedee’s children, and other
women agree to meet at the sepul-
c h e r. Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary travel together and arrive first
at the sepulcher (Matthew 28:1; cf.
Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10; John 20:1,2

[note the “we”]). The other women
arrive soon after.

Late at the end of the previous
d a y, which was a Saturday Sabbath,
at the actual time of the Resurrection
of Christ, an angel descended from
heaven, caused an earthquake to
break the seal of the tomb, and
caused the guards to pass out because
of fright (Matthew 28:2–4)! T h e
women, now on their way to the tomb
(traveling in two or more parties), are
unaware of the angel’s earthquake
a c t i v i t y, so are wondering who would
remove the stone (Mark 16:3). Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary are
the first to arrive. They discover that
the stone had been rolled away (Mark
16:4; Luke 24:2; John 20:1). Mary
Magdalene assumes that someone
had removed Jesus’body (John 20:1).
On this assumption, she immediately
runs away in distress to tell Peter and
John that someone had stolen the
body (John 20:2).

During this time, the other
women join the other Mary at the
tomb. Immediately two angels
a p p e a r. At first the women see only
one angel (the lead angel), but soon
realize that there are two angels in
the tomb. The angels, who appear as
men, give them the resurrection mes-
sage and tell them to go and tell the
disciples that the Lord has risen from
the dead (Matthew 28:6; Mark
16:4–7; Luke 24:3–8).

The women then leave the tomb
and go to tell the disciples of what
had happened, but, because of great
f e a r, they decide to say nothing to
anyone. A short while later, Jesus
Himself appears to them. When He
greets them, they fall before Him,
hold His feet, and worship Him. He
tells them to go and tell His brethren
to go to Galilee, where they will see
Him. They then go and report these
things to the disciples, but the disci-
ples do not believe them (Matthew
28:9,10; cf. Mark 16:8; Luke
2 4 : 9 – 11 ) .

By now, Peter and John have
made their way to the tomb and dis-
covered that the Lord’s body was not
there, and are on their way back to
their place of lodging (Luke 24:12;
John 20:3–10).

Mary Magdalene, who couldn’t
keep up with Peter and John, arrives
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at the tomb a second time, and is
there alone. She looks in, sees two
angels, and briefly converses with
them. She then turns about and sees
Jesus, but does not recognize Him.
When He calls her by name, she real-
izes that the body she is looking for is
standing before her (John 20:11–16). 

She apparently reaches out to
embrace Him, but He tells her, “Do
not touch me, for I am not yet ascend-
ed. But go and tell my brethren that I
ascend to my Father and your Father,
and to my God and your God” (John
20:17). 

Jesus was the perfect sacrificial
o ffering; also the wave sheaf off e r-
ing. Therefore, He told Mary not to
touch Him for He had not yet ascend-
ed to His Father. More will be dis-
cussed about this important under-
standing in a future lesson.

At this point, Mary Magdalene
returns to the disciples and tells them
that she has seen the Lord (John
20:18). Mary arrives to tell her story
shortly after the other women arrive
to tell theirs. 

Later that day, when Simon Peter
is alone, Jesus appears to him (Luke
24:34; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:5).

We are not without reliable wit-
nesses of the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:3–8).

R e v i e w
1. The biblical writers support one 

a n o t h e r, not contradict one another.
2. They write of what they have seen and 

h e a rd, from their viewpoint.
3. M a ry Magdalene arrives first at the

tomb accompanied by the other Mary.
4. An angel caused an earthquake and 

the stone that covered the tomb was 
rolled away.

5. M a ry Magdalene assumes someone
had removed Jesus’ body from the
t o m b .

6. The angels tell the women to go and 
tell the disciples of the Resurre c t i o n .

7. The disciples do not believe the
w o m e n .

8. Jesus tells Mary not to touch Him
because He has not yet risen to pre s -
ent Himself to the Father.

9. Jesus was seen by Peter and the 
d i s c i p l e s .

10. Jesus was seen by James, all of the 
apostles, five hundred bre t h ren, and,
last of all, Paul.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:3-8; Luke 24:2-
12,34; John 20:1-10; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8

The First Resurre c t i o n
The resurrection from the dead is

the only real hope of man, whether he
believes it or even knows about it.
Coming up out of the grave gives to
man the final, ultimate victory over
death (1 Corinthians 15:26). Paul
referred to the “hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began” (Titus 1:2).

When Paul was brought before
Felix, he admitted that, “according to
the Way which they call a sect, so I
worship the God of my fathers, believ-
ing all things which are written in the
Law and in the Prophets. I have hope in
God, which they themselves also
accept, that t h e re will be a re s u rre c t i o n
of the dead, both of the just and the
unjust” (Acts 24:14,15, NKJV). Jesus
also said “the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the res-
urrection of life [e t e r n a l]; and they that
have done evil, unto the re s u rrection of
d a m n a t i o n [j u d g m e n t]” (John 5:28,29).
Jesus did not say the just and the unjust
would be raised up at the same time.
Neither did Paul.

What guarantee do you have that
you will be resurrected when Christ
returns to this earth? What can you do
to make sure you will be in the first res-
urrection to immortality?

Notice this very interesting verse
that Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “But
every man in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are
C h r i s t ’s at his coming” (1 Corinthians
15:23). The important question for us
to ask is: How do we get to be Christ’s ?
Paul wrote, “Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”
(Romans 8:9). This answers our ques-
tion. It is those who are filled and led
by the Spirit of God who will be in the
first resurrection. “For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the
[begotten] sons of God” (verse 14).

Paul continues on with this theme:
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he
that raised up Christ from the dead

shall also quicken [make alive] your
mortal bodies by [the power of] His
Holy Spirit that dwelleth in you” (verse
11). Therefore, if we have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in us when Christ
returns and we are in our grave, we will
be resurrected. If we are alive when
Christ returns, we shall be changed “in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump” (1 Corinthians 15:51,52).

Remember what Christ Jesus said,
that you must be “born again” (John
3:7). Paul clarifies this new birth. “For
the earnest expectation of the creature
[man] waiteth for the manifestation of
the sons of God” (Romans 8:19). T h i s
is what you and I are waiting for. T h e
true Christian waits for, earnestly longs
f o r, the time when he or she will be
born into God’s family as a divine, glo-
rified child of God. And so, even we
ourselves are in distress at this time,
“waiting for the adoption [sonship], to
wit, the redemption of our body”
(Romans 8:23). Paul points out to us
that he gave up everything to serve
Christ and became willing to suff e r
“the loss of all things” (Philippians
3:7,8). And the reason he was willing?
“That I may know him, and the p o w e r
of his re s u rrection...If by any means I
might attain unto the re s u rrection of
the dead” (verses 10,11). He continues
on to explain that “our conversation
[citizenship] is in heaven” (verse 20).
Therefore, from heaven we look for the
S a v i o u r, “who shall change our vile
b o d y, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body, according to the
working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself” (verse
21). This is the only hope of mortal
human flesh, the redemption of our
b o d y, from fleshly to spiritual.

We can see from this lesson how
important the previous lessons are to
us. We must follow through on repen-
tance, baptism, and the laying-on-of-
hands by the ministry of Jesus Christ (1
Thessalonians 4:13-18). Be sure and
look up these verses for yourself and
read carefully.

R e v i e w
1. M a n k i n d ’s only hope is the re s u rre c -

tion of the dead.
2. God never lies, and He promised eter-

nal life.
3. Paul said, “according to the Wa y
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which they call a sect, so I worship the 
God of my fathers.”

4. T h e re will be a re s u rrection of the just 
and the unjust.

5. Jesus did not say the just and the 
unjust will be raised together.

6. They that are Christ’s at His coming 
will experience the re s u rre c t i o n .

7. You must have the Holy Spirit to be 
one of Christ’s .

8. If we are alive when Christ returns, we
can be changed in a twinkling of an 
e y e .

9. The dead will be raised first.
10. The new birth takes place at the re s u r-

re c t i o n .
11. Our citizenship is in heaven.
12. Our physical body will be changed to 

a spiritual body.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

1 Corinthians 15:23,26; Titus 1:2; A c t s
24:14,15; John 5:28,29; Romans
8 : 9 , 11,14,19,23; 1 Corinthians 15:51,52;
John 3:7; Philippians 3:7,8,10,11,20,21; 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18

The Second Resurre c t i o n
The Bible clearly reveals there is to

be more than one resurrection. God has
worked out an orderly plan whereby
d i fferent ones are to be resurrected at
d i fferent times. “But every man [will
be resurrected] in his own order...” (1
Corinthians 15:23).

There will be comparatively few
privileged to be raised up in the first
resurrection. However, in the second
resurrection, there could be countless
billions raised up in a resurrection to a
physical life of mortality.

Faithful and true Christians will be
the first to come up in a resurrection
to immortality at the return of Christ
(1 Corinthians 15:49-52; 1
Thessalonians 4:14-17).

We now have to ask some impor-
tant questions: What will happen to
all those who do not come up in the
first resurrection? Will they be lost
forever? Will they never experience
life again, or will God resurrect them
at a later date? What about all those
who have never so much as heard the
name of Jesus Christ, let alone hav-
ing access to a Bible? Are they
doomed to death forever?

Many say these multitudes—even
little innocent babies—are lost.

Others say they will have a second
chance. But did they ever have a first
chance to know the gospel, and Jesus
Christ as Savior?

The veil begins to fall away and
the answers to these perplexing ques-
tions are revealed when we read
Revelation 20:5: “But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection.” The sentence,
“This is the first resurrection,” is par-
enthetical and refers back to those in
verse 4 who are raised to immortality
at Christ’s coming to become rulers
with Him as kings and priests on the
earth during the Millennium (see
Revelation 5:10).

Without thinking, many have
assumed there will be only one resur-
rection, when both wicked and right-
eous will rise in judgment to be either
rewarded or punished. But
Revelation 20:5 clearly brands this
an error. A c t u a l l y, the Bible does not
say anywhere that God will resurrect
all the dead in the same resurrection.

God is not going to judge or
destroy anyone until they have had an
opportunity to hear and understand
the gospel of salvation. They must
make a conscious choice to either
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior or
reject Him. There are billions of peo-
ple who fall into this category today,
living and dead. God will give them a
chance, but only one chance. So far
these billions of people we are speak-
ing of have not had their first chance.

As we have seen in previous les-
sons, there is only one way to salva-
tion, and that way is Jesus Christ.
There is no other name given among
men whereby we must be saved (Acts
4 : 1 2 ) .

What about the Buddhists,
Confucianists, Hindus, Muslims,
Taoists, humanists, and others who
have not known about Christ and sal-
vation? Can they be held accountable
to God when they have never
received this vital information? 

The Bible tells us specifically
that “the Lord is not slack concerning
His promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to
usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

The responsibility to grant the

necessary knowledge for salvation is
G o d ’s. The vast majority of people
who have ever lived and died failed
to receive this knowledge of the
truth, through no fault of their own. 

Paul wrote that God our Savior
“will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).

Therefore, all those who never
had a chance or opportunity to know
Jesus Christ and the gospel will get a
chance. For all of these people this
will be the time of the second resur-
rection. We at this time have been
personally invited by God to accept
His truth and His Son Jesus Christ as
our personal Savior, and to take part
in the first resurrection. This is a
great blessing! There will not be a
second chance.

R e v i e w
1. The Bible shows clearly that there is

m o re than one re s u rre c t i o n .
2. E v e ry man will be re s u rrected in his 

own ord e r.
3. T h e re will be comparatively few to be

raised up in the first re s u rre c t i o n .
4. T h e re could be countless billions to be 

raised up in the second re s u rre c t i o n .
5. The first re s u rrection takes place at 

the return of Jesus Christ.
6. Faithful Christians will come up in 

this first re s u rre c t i o n .
7. The remainder of the dead will not 

come up until after a thousand 
years—the Millennium.

8. Those of the first re s u rrection will rule 
with Christ during this Millennium.

9. God will not judge or destroy anyone 
until they have had a chance to accept 
or reject Jesus Christ and the gospel.

10. T h e re is only one chance for 
s a l v a t i o n .

11. God is patient and not willing that any 
should perish.

12. God desires all men to be saved and 
come to a knowledge of the tru t h .

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

1 Cor in th ians  15:23 ,49–52;  1
Thessalonians 4:14–17; Revelation 20:5;
5:10; Acts 4:12; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4

What Is Judgment?
Jesus Christ spoke of the “resurrec-

tion of d a m n a t i o n” in John 5:29. Most
of the modern translations correctly
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render this last word as “judgment”
instead of “damnation.”

The question we must ask is: What
is the resurrection to judgment?

Most believe that judgment is a
time when sentence is passed: a
rewarding of the righteous or a con-
demning of the wicked. This is most
definitely not true.

Notice Peter’s statement some two
thousand years ago: “For the time is
come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).
Peter did not say condemnation has
begun at God’s house, but rather judg-
ment. Christians are now being
judged! We are now having our chance
for salvation, and there will never be
another one for us.

“How shall we escape, if we neg-
lect so great salvation...?” (Hebrews
2:3; see 6:4-6; 10:26-29).

Because God has given us knowl-
edge of the truth concerning the gospel
of His Son Jesus Christ, He expects a
great deal from us. He now holds us
accountable for our actions.

Judgment, then, begins when you
receive a knowledge of God’s plan of
salvation. He opens your mind to
understand the gospel of truth. After
we receive this vital knowledge we
must accept it—and begin living by
it—or reject it. If we reject it, we will
then come to that time of condemna-
tion. With the knowledge we have
now, God expects us to OBEY HIM!

When God resurrects the billions
of people who have never been given a
knowledge of the truth of Jesus Christ,
and He opens their minds to under-
stand, that will be their resurrection to
judgment. They will have their first
chance to obey God or reject God.

Review 
1. Judgment does not always mean  

condemnation.
2. The house of God, made up of 

Christians, is being judged now.
3. God is now holding us accountable

for our actions.
4. With the knowledge of the truth, God

expects us to obey Him.
5. All the living and the dead who have 

never had a chance to learn the truth 
will come up in a re s u rrection of 
judgment.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

John 5:29; 1 Peter 4:17; Hebrews 2:3; 6:4-
6; 10:26-29

Judgment of Various Cities
Here are some astounding state-

ments from Jesus. He said that peo-
ples of Sodom, Gomorrah, Ty r e ,
Sidon, Nineveh, and those living in
C h r i s t ’s day will all rise up in the
judgment together. There will be
mercy shown to all, but it will be
more tolerable for these Gentile cities
during this judgment period than for
those who lived during Christ’s time
and heard Him preach the gospel of
the Kingdom of God and rejected
Him. Jesus said, “It shall be more tol-
erable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment,
than for that city [which rejected His
teachings]” (Matthew 10:15).

To the cities which saw His mira-
cles, Christ said, “But I say unto you
[people of Bethsaida and Chroazin],
It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for
you” (Matthew 11:21,22). Jesus went
on to warn Capernaum that if the
mighty works done by Him in that
city had been done in Sodom, Sodom
would have existed to that very day.
“But I say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom,
in the day of judgment, than for thee”
(verse 24). Jesus goes on to say about
Nineveh, “The men of Nineveh shall
rise in judgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it: because they
repented at the preaching of Jonas;
and, behold, a greater than Jonas is
here” (Matthew 12:41). He also con-
tinued on to say, “The queen of the
south [Queen of Sheba] shall rise up
in the judgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it; for she came
from the uttermost parts of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
behold a greater than Solomon is
here” (verse 42).

Jesus is telling us that it will be
far easier for these Gentile nations to
find repentance in the day of judg-
ment than for the generation that first
heard the gospel, saw the miracles,
and then rejected Christ and His
m e s s a g e .

Much of the sixteenth chapter of
Ezekiel relates to the people of

Jerusalem (Ezekiel 16:2). It enumer-
ates their abominations, calling
Samaria the “elder sister” of
Jerusalem, and Sodom her “younger
sister” (verse 46). God then informs
them that the sins the people of
Jerusalem committed were worse
than those of her sisters, Sodom and
S a m a r i a .

E z e k i e l ’s prophecy then speaks of
the time when the Sodomites,
Samaritans, and those of Jerusalem
will all be brought up out of their cap-
tivity in death and will finally receive
s a l v a t i o n .

“When I shall bring again their
c a p t i v i t y, the captivity of Sodom and
her daughters, and the captivity of
Samaria and her daughters, then will I
bring again the captivity of thy captives
in the midst of them” (verse 53).

For four thousand years the people
of Sodom and Gomorrah have been
held captive in the grave. However,
through the death of Christ and His res-
urrection, everyone held captive in the
grave will be released.

“When He [Christ] ascended up on
high [at His resurrection], he led cap-
tivity [death] captive...” (Ephesians
4:8). For three days and three nights
Christ was held captive in the grave,
but at His Resurrection He “led captiv-
ity captive.” In due time, He will resur-
rect all of humanity from their graves.

R e v i e w
1. It will be more tolerable, or bear-

able, for those of Sodom and 
G o m o rrah in the day of judgment
than for those that saw and heard 
C h r i s t .

2 . It will be more tolerable for many
of these Gentile cities than it will
be for those who saw the miracles 
of Christ, heard His message, and 
yet rejected it.

3. In time, all humanity will come up
in a re s u rrection of judgment.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

Matthew 10:15; 11:21,22,24; 12:41,42;
Ezekiel 16:2,46,53; Ephesians 4:8

Valley of Dry Bones
We read in Ezekiel 37:1-10 about

the valley of dry bones. “Then He
[God] said unto me, Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of
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I s r a e l....Behold, O my people, I will
open your graves, and cause you to
come up out of your g r a v e s, and bring
you into the land of Israel. And you
shall know that I am the LO R D, when
I have opened your graves, O my peo-
ple, and brought you up out of your
g r a v e s” (verses 11-13). Then, in verse
14, God promises them His Spirit and
placement in their own land.

The apostle Paul also prophesied
of a coming resurrection for carnal
Israel. Paul stated: “God hath not cast
away His people [Israel] which he
foreknew” (Romans 11 : 2 ) .

P a u l ’s explanation is that the
majority of Israel are spiritually blind-
ed (verse 7). He then points out who is
responsible. “God hath given them the
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should
not see, and ears that they should not
h e a r...” (verse 8). Why did God do
this? “For if the casting away of them
be the reconciling of the world”—that
is, the salvation of the Gentiles—
“what shall the receiving of them be,
but life from the dead?” (verse 15).
So, they will be raised from the dead
and given life by the God who loves
them and all humanity.

This, Paul calls a mystery. “That
blindness in part is happened to Israel
until the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in. And so all Israel [vast major-
ity] shall be saved...” (verses 25,26).

Paul is saying that God is only
calling a few of the Israelites in this
age; the rest will remain blinded to
allow Him to call a number of
Gentiles to fulfill His purpose
(Romans 11:30-32). Paul praised God
for His great plan (verse 33).

It is apparent that God’s inten-
tions are not to save the whole world
n o w. Instead, He has allowed Satan to
deceive the world with his false
teaching (Revelation 12:9). By this
method He will prove to Satan and to
man that Satan’s way does not bring
forth good results.

R e v i e w
1. God is going to raise up all the dead

Israelites of past centuries.
2. The prophet sees them as long dead in 

a valley of dry bones.
3. These bones are the whole house of

I s r a e l .
4. God will return them to their own land.
5. Israel has been blinded by God for a 

g reat purpose.
6. They are blinded until the fullness of 

the Gentiles come in.
7. G o d ’s intention is not to save the whole 

world now.
8. God is allowing Satan to deceive the

whole world at this time.

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 11 : 2 , 7 ,
8,15,25,26,30-33; Revelation 12:9 

The Chief Judge in the 
Last Great Judgment

By comparing Revelation 20:11 ;
Daniel 7:9; and Psalm 9:7, the
Scriptures show that Jesus Christ
Himself is the Chief Judge (John
5:21,22). Notice also that the saints
are to judge with Him (1 Corinthians
6 : 2 ) .

The resurrection of the righteous
will take place at the coming of Christ
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1
Corinthians 15:53); the resurrection
of the unsaved at the Great W h i t e
Throne Judgment after the Kingdom
Age (Revelation 20:11 - 1 5 ) .

God is very merciful toward all
people, and He is not willing that any
should perish; He wants all to come to
repentance and be saved (2 Peter 3:9).
But He also knows it will be better for
these people of the the second resur-
rection to come up in a better world
than ours. These people will come up
in the second resurrection to a mortal,
f l e s h l y, earthly existence. Notice how
all this is explained in Revelation
2 0 : 11 , 1 2 .

Verse 12 says the “books were
opened.” The Greek word translated
“books” is b i b l o s, which means
books or Bible. From this we under-
stand that the books of the Bible will
be opened to their understanding, and
also the “book of life” will be open so
their names can be written in it when
they come to repentance and accept
Jesus Christ as their Savior. T h e n
they will receive the Holy Spirit.
They will also be judged according to
their works (verse 12). They stand
before God to be judged, not to be
c o n d e m n e d .

There is a final resurrection men-
tioned in various passages (e.g.,
Daniel 12:2,3; John 5:21-29), but is
explained most precisely in

Revelation 20:14,15. Here John
explains that the unrepentant—those
who have had a chance for salvation
but have adamantly rejected it—shall
be resurrected to physical life and cast
into the lake of fire where they shall
be consumed. The death they suffer is
called in Revelation 20 “the second
death” (verse 14), which occurs only
for those whose names are not found
written in the book of life—that is,
those who have not obtained salvation
(verse 15). This final resurrection is,
in a sense, a mercy killing for those to
whom eternal life in their state of
rebellion would eventually mean
extreme agony and misery.

The first resurrection of saints to
eternal life, and the subsequent resur-
rection of the innumerable multitudes
to physical life, will be filled with
unimaginable emotion when loved
ones, who thought they were separated
f o r e v e r, shall suddenly be reunited. To
all of them it will be as though no time
had passed, like awakening in the
morning after a solid night’s sleep
without dreams. It will be the next
instant of their consciousness no matter
how they might have died or how long
ago it might have been.

R e v i e w
1. Jesus is the Chief Judge in the last 

g reat judgment.
2 . The saints will judge with Jesus Christ.
3. The re s u rrection of the righteous takes 

place at the coming of Christ.
4. Those of the second re s u rrection will

be re s t o red to a mortal physical life
and be judged by their works.

5. Those who are saved have their names 
written in the book of life.

6. Those who have had their chance for 
salvation and rejected it shall be re s u r-
rected and cast into the lake of fire to 
be consumed.

7. The rebellious who refuse salvation 
suffer the “second death” and their
names are not written in the book of
l i f e .

S c r i p t u res to Read, 
R e m e m b e r, and Recite:

Revelation 20:11-15; 2 Peter 3:9; Daniel
7:9; Psalm 9:7; John 5:21-29; 1
Corinthians 6:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;
1 Corinthians 15:53; Daniel 12:23;
Revelation 20:14,15. ❏
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1. There are no historical sources in 

existence about Jesus Christ.

2. There is historical evidence of 

J e s u s ’ life and crucifixion by the 

R o m a n s .

3. Pontius Pilate was innocent of the 

execution of Jesus.

4. Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were the first to arrive at the 

t o m b .

5. All the disciples believed the 

report of the women immediately.

6. There were hardly any witnesses 

to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

7. Jesus embraced Mary as soon as 

He saw her after His resurrection.

8. Jesus was never seen by anyone 

but Mary and Peter.

9. The Scriptures say 500 people saw 

Jesus after He was resurrected.

10. The apostle Paul never got to see 

J e s u s .

11. The only hope of mankind is the 

resurrection from the dead.

12. Paul said that the Way was called 

a sect.

13. Jesus never said that those in their 

graves would hear His voice.

14. God does not discriminate, so all 

will be resurrected at the same 

t i m e .

15. You are Christ’s only if you have 

G o d ’s Holy Spirit.

16. It is not necessary to be born 
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again—we are OK now.

17. The just and the unjust will be raised at the same 

t i m e .

18. Our citizenship can’t be in heaven because we 

have to vote now.

19. Our bodies will be changed to be like Christ’s 

glorious body.

20. Our new birth will take place at the resurrection.

21. All who do not come up in the first resurrection 

are lost forever.

22. No one is going to live and reign for a thousand 

years with Christ.

23. The Bible clearly shows that the unjust will not 

come up in the first resurrection.

24. God will give everyone a chance to understand the 

gospel of salvation.

25. Everyone will get two chances for salvation.

26. The Bible says there are many ways to gain 

s a l v a t i o n .

27. Judgment begins at the house of God.

28. Judgment is always a time of condemnation.

29. Sodom and Gomorrah do not have any chance for 

s a l v a t i o n .

30. With a knowledge of the truth, God begins to hold 

us accountable.

31. It will be easy for everyone who saw Christ’s 

miracles to be saved.

32. Christ was held captive in His grave for a day 

and a half.

33. Every man will be resurrected in his own order.

34. God is not going to resurrect the whole house of

ancient Israel.

35. The best rewards are handed out at the Great 

White Throne Judgment.

3 6 . Those in the second resurrection will be 

resurrected as mortal human beings.

37. Those in the second resurrection will be judged by

their works.

38. Those who adamantly refuse to obey God will be 

set free because God loves them.

39. If your name is not entered into the book of life, 

you will be cast into the lake of fire.

40. The final, ultimate death is called the second 

d e a t h .
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